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Abstract

Faiz Ahmad Faiz is one of a renown poet of Urdu literature. He wrote
little but concentrated. Despite of his less poetry he earned such a fame
which no other poet has got. Faiz Ahmad Faiz is the most famous and
the most read poet of this era. He is a great lover of peace. Faiz was
honored by Soviet Russia with the prestigious award for peace and his
poetry was also translated in Russian language.
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Exploitation and Liberation of Women:
A Study of Ismat Chughtai's The Crooked Line
Dr.Sadaf Shah

Women's problems are central to every society, mainly because they
define all human-relationships and social constructs. For a variety of
political and cultural reasons, in India women's position has been
centre-staged in various manners which are not necessarily
pro-feminist, instead very often they tend to influence socialization
processes and emphasize subordination or conformity to the norms
defined by patriarchy. Women have often been called upon to make
sacrifices and suppress their personal desires. They have often been left
on the margins of the society as far as their personal desires and
fulfillment of those desires is concerned. Women are not a minority in
our society but their "lives, experiences and values have been treated as
marginal” (Sherry 6) and men's experiences to be central to the society.
They are either considered as "The Devil's Gateway", or burned alive
with the dead according to sati custom or they are forced to white
slavery thereby denying her the status of a human being. An American
writer, Tillie Olsen (1912-2007) in her book Silences describes the
condition of women from times gone by as:

Unclean; taboo. The Devil's Gateway. The three steps behind; the
girl babies drowned in the river; the baby strapped to the back. Buried
alive with the lord, burned alive on the funeral pyre, burned as witch at
the stake. Stoned to death for adultery. Beaten, raped. Bartered. Bought
and sold. Concubinage, prostitution, white slavery. The hunt, the sexual
prey . . .domestic confinement, illiterate. Denied vision. . . . Isolated.
Cabin'd, cribb'd, confined; the private sphere. Bound feet: corseted,
bedecked; denied one's body. Powerlessness. Fear of rape, male
strength. Fear of aging. Subject to fear of expressing capacities. Soft
attractive graces; the mirror to magnify man. Marriage as property
arrangement. (26-27)
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There is no denying the fact that women have been grasped in a
vicious circle by patriarchy from times immemorial. With the
emergence of various movements raising slogans against such
inequalities there has been developed awareness among the common
masses about the rights that both man and woman hold in the society.
To a lesser extent but there is still ignorance in our society which could
not be eliminated completely. In Europe the female writers like Virginia
Woolf, Dorothy Richardson and Jean Rhys were writing about feminist
issues; social and domestic problems were portrayed through female
protagonists during that period thereby presenting women's psyche.
Virginia Woolf's A Room of One's Own (1929) and Henrik Ibsen's A
Doll's House (1879) were among the first to develop a feminist
consciousness. It was further enhanced by Simone de Beauvoir's The
Second Sex (1953), while Julia Kristeva, Luce Irigaray, and Helene
Cixous are other significant women writers who discovered new
dimensions in the field of feminism. At the same time, there rises a
woman in India by the name of Ismat Chughtai who undercut the
bellies of various evils prevailing in society and also cut-open various
political, social, as well as gender issues when even talking about them
in private was not considered proper. Chughtai proved herself equal to
many European writers due to her versatility and maturity. She
attempted to break this vicious circle through her works. She knew the
art of mocking at the false pride of the male, of satirizing his
hypocritical and egotistical nature. At the same time she saved no
mercy in her attack on women's blind emotionalism and weaknesses. A
famous French Philosopher, Helene Cixous urges women in The Laugh
of the Medusa, "Women must write herself: must write about women
and bring women to writing, from which they have been driven away as
violently as from their bodies - for the same reasons, by the same law,
with the same fatal goal" (320).

Ismat Chughtai, the ninth child of Khan Bahadur Mirza Qaseem
Beg Chughtai and Nusrat Khanam, was born on August 21, 1911 in
Badaun, Uttar Pradesh. Regarding her birth, she herself acclaims that
she was not a welcomed child partly because she was the ninth of ten
children and partly because she happened to be a girl a fact she seemed
to detest from as early as she could remember or understand. Burdened
with so many children and other responsibilities Nusrat Khanam had no
time for her. Chughtai had no appreciating words for her childhood; to
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her it exemplified restrictions and deprivation, as she herself affirms,
"Somehow childhood passed. I have never understood why people have
such praises to sing of childhood. To me it is the name of helplessness
and deprivation... I was itching to grow up" (qtd. in Negi, 8). These
words also reflect her inborn will to attain liberty and acquire answers
to her queries. Chugtai is well known and well read among Urdu
writers but she is not famous among non-Urdu readers. Thus to make it
available for non Urdu readers her works have been translated into
English and as a result now a substantial body of her work is available
in English in three recent publications by Tahira Naqvi that includes
The Crooked Line (1995), The Quilt and Other Stories (1994), and The
Heart Breaks Free and The Wild One (1993). Chughtai, through her
works offers an unprofessed account of a century of male dominance
over woman that has left her body and mind maimed, mutilated,
perplexed and yearning for relief. She depicted how all women
belonging to any class, creed and religion are alike in their experiences
of subjugation, although the nature and intensity of subjugation may
vary depending on their class. Gender issues, political, social and
sexual themes are the various aspects she has exposed through her
writing as any man of her time could.

The Crooked Line was first published in 1945 under its Urdu title
Tehri Lakir. The novel encourages women to be independent and fight
for their own rights. The present paper embraces the thought of
women's liberation from religious, legal, economic, and sexual
oppression, emancipation of women, their access to higher education,
and their escape from narrow gender roles which could not be easily
achieved. The struggle for sexual equality has a long history and is
likely to continue for some time, it may take considerable time in many
underdeveloped countries. In traditional patriarchal society, any
improvement in the status of women has far-reaching consequences and
produces fundamental political changes. Therefore it is always resisted
by the established powers. The Crooked Line is about a young woman,
Shaman who grows up in a large, very comfortable Muslim family in
pre-Partition North India. Despite being surrounded by people, Shaman
grows up emotionally deprived. The female sexuality of Shaman is
explored from her early childhood to womanhood which ultimately
leads to the awareness of her identity. Her arrival in this world is
"ill-timed" in many ways: she the unwanted last of about a dozen
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children, born into a world transitioning between the pre-colonial and
the modern. Her arrival is greeted with a curse, rather than with the
customary auspicious utterances, "May God curse this baby sister! Why
won't Amma's womb close up now?"(1). Her two elder sisters, Bari Apa
and Manjubi were also unhappy with Shaman's birth as their family was
getting crowded with girls and Shaman was the tenth child. As Shaman
grew up, Manjhubi dressed her neat and tidy like a doll but always
forbade her to step outside the four wall boundaries. Mary
Wollstonecraft in her book, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman
while commenting on the dependency syndrome makes a very apt
comment, "The child isn't left a moment to its own direction -
particularly a girl and this rendered dependent. Dependence is called
natural" (43). Shaman paid no heed to any warning given to her and
always revolted against such conservative notions.

Chughtai takes on the society where a girl child is considered to be a
burden. She is considered a parasite living on the parents and when she
reaches adulthood she is to be handed over in marriage. Shaman's
mother herself had completely forgotten motherly duties towards
Shaman. Soon after her birth, an ayah (maid) was called from Agra for
breast-feeding the baby. Shaman is provided education and many
possibilities that her more sober sisters, are not given. Control over the
lives and bodies of women were often central to a number of these
changes, social, educational, economic and political. The domestic
space of the home is always the locus of contest between the gendered
discourses that sought to create the "good" housewife, mother and
well-brought-up girl, and the forces of subversion, resistance and
autonomous self-realization that the targets of such en-gendering
brought to the contest. But Shaman's articulations of resistance or
outright rebellion makes her universally accused of being as a witch in
her childhood. Shaman herself is, however, an uneasy inhabitant of this
home who brought up by a community of elders, siblings and servants,
and the emotional deprivation caused due to lack of maternal warmth
made Shaman to search for that love from others. The school offers a
different regime from the sociable and chaotic home spaces where
women were all seen primarily as caregivers or as adjuncts to men, with
no independent role-models for a young girl like Shaman. The school
for the first time brings to her purview women with economic
independence when she sees women like Miss Mumtaz and Miss
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Charan, her school teachers.

Love at first sight plays out at different levels in the novel. Shaman
falls for all the men she meets in late adolescence. She falls in love first
with Rashid, then with Rai Saheb, still later with Satil and Iftikhar, and
finally with Taylor, but each of these romances stands on an
ever-declining cline. Her various infatuations and accidents with men
signal her need for a male presence or principle in her life, but
paradoxically, it is these relationships that are constructed as laboured
and difficult to carry through. She learns to live life on her own
principles and strongly opposes the decisions made by her family
members against her choice. On coming home for vacations from
college, there had been rumours that the family members were thinking
of her marriage with Ejaz who had completely changed his outlook
after so many years. She rejected Ejaz and took a step ahead to shed the
submissive nature of women. Rejecting the marriage proposal of Ejaz
was a kind of blow to the conventional mode of marriage where she
escaped from submitting her will to them and thus made her life emerge
out of the situation.

Shaman had joined Progressive Students Association (PSA) in
university and thus came in contact with Iftikhar who was also a
member of the Association. Shaman felt infatuated towards him so
much so that she was ready to do anything for him but he was a
hypocrite, a married man having children but wearing a mask of a
bachelor to attract girls towards him as he was an influential personality
in the university. He was a political activist who made awesome
speeches to entrap people in his magical words. Suddenly he
disappeared and people started talking that he had gone to a sanatorium.
After a long period of time, he came to visit Shaman when she was
working as a school headmistress and tried to draw her sympathy
towards him. She once again got caught in his enticing conversation
and began to shower her love and affection on him by offering him
hand knitted sweaters by her and also helped him with money. She
finally came to know the real side of Iftikar when she met his wife,
Husain bibi, who told Shaman of the crooked nature of her husband and
how she was suffering for so many years with him. Shaman decided to
move ahead in her life, forgetting her past experiences. The recognition
of the self is the starting point for women's liberation, which Greer
asserts, "She could begin not by changing the world, but by reassessing
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herself" (The Female Eunuch 4).

Shaman had a Christian friend, Alma. She represents women who
could not stick to conventional roles but categorized men under three
categories, one belonging to those with whom spending just few
moments of pleasure was enough, the other was of those with whom
few years span would be sufficient and third one a life time partner.
Driven by the instinct to fulfil her bodily pleasure, she commits the
grievous sin of bearing an illegitimate child of Satil Singh with whom
she never shared strong bonding and had told Shaman once that he was
not a sort of person suitable to be a life partner. He thought of woman
to have only one purpose in their life and that is marriage and child
bearing. He once remarked during a tiff, "What does a woman have to
do with politics . . . there's only one purpose in her life, and that is . . ."
(161). But Alma was a strong willed, self-reliant and rational woman,
having faith in her inner strength. She wanted to enjoy her life based
on her own standards and not anyone elses, "If one thinks carefully it
becomes clear that nature has no restrictions on a woman who wishes to
be a mother, but society demands a tax" (191). It is reflective of the
society where to have an illegitimate child meant to suffer a lot. She
realized that she had committed a sin and wanted to abort the unborn
baby. Moreover she did not wanted to beg Satil and live her life with
him because of this sin. Alma in a conversation with Shaman reflects
her liberal thoughts. She stood against the beliefs prevailing in the
society, "We are born to be enslaved and to worship others. Gandhi ji
tried to free us from bondage and what did we do? We turned him into
a Mahatama and started worshipping him" (193).

Alma came out of her past and started a new journey of life by
marrying a professor. Shaman also tried to get out of her previous
experiences. She finally decided to take an important decision of her
life on her own without consulting her family. She chose Rony Taylor,
an Irishman and a journalist by profession for marriage. But with the
passage of time, there started small tiffs between them which turned
into big ones. He started making her feel inferior but Shaman did not
remain silent. She felt as if she was being subjugated. She started
feeling suffocated in this relationship. They failed to identify their love
for each other and he finally left her with a new life inside her as she
was pregnant and went for the war. Through Shaman, we perceive that
Chughtai portrayed that forthright and outspoken women are not
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accepted by male society and are always put down. They have to
develop ways to cope up with various objections.

The Crooked Line is a very apt study for understanding exploitation
and liberation of woman along with the influence of various processes.
There is hardly any facet of female understanding that Chughtai has not
showed in this novel. She has portrayed her women characters under
two major extremes. The type one is traditional and submissive like the
mother of Shaman, Bari Apa and Manjhubi who deem their happiness
and stick to their family relations more than their desires. The other
type is bold, rebellious, self dependent like Alma and Shaman. Shaman
challenged the old commandments and traditional discrimination to
women. It was Shaman's rebelliousness, her dislike of servility, her
insistence on equality with her master and her claim that she had a right
to feelings and passions that gave the novel its uniqueness and force,
shocked many of its readers and earned popularity among most women.
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GANDHI'S CONCEPT OF RELIGION:
A PHILOSOPHICAL INTROSPECTION

Sunil Dutt

Introduction

According to Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (1869-1948),
popularly known as 'the Mahatma' (the Great Soul), 'a man without
religion is life without principles, and life without principles, is like a
ship without a rudder." Gandhi gave immense importance to role of
religion in one's life. According to K. L. Seshagiri Rao, "Gandhi
believed that education without the study of religions is incomplete.
Religion, in its varied forms, is not only a legitimate intellectual pursuit
but a vital aspect of human culture and civilization..... The study of
religions, for Gandhi, was not a purely theoretical or academic matter;
it was also a practical and existential necessity. He was, therefore,
interested in living religions, not dead ones."1 Living religions
interested Gandhi and that is apt approach as in contemporary times it
is desperately needed. Gandhi was quite sad that he was unable to gain
knowledge of religions of the world in his childhood. His deliberate
attempt to arrive at the Truth of all religions made him say, "I believe in
the fundamental Truth of all great religions of the world. And I believe
that if only we could, all of us, read the scriptures of the different faiths
from the standpoint of the followers of those faiths, we should find that
they were at the bottom, all one and were all helpful to one another."2
Religion comes from two words -re' and 'ligare' i.e. binding together; it
is binding together of the finite with the infinite, that is man with the
God. This 'God' usually is taken to be Creator-God with all
metaphysical attributes like - omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscient,
benevolent, Absolute, Eternal, Infinite and the only personality; and
ethical qualities like 'God is Good', 'God is Love', etc. Gandhi's concept
of God and religion is quite oriental. For him the base of all religions
remains same; while the superstructure of all religions varies. This
superstructure is supported by various forms of worship and rituals.
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This diversity of rituals remains immaterial according to Gandhi. For
him, it is the common belief in 'God' that lends support to universality
to religions of the world. The esoteric and mystical rituals are not given
core importance in his concept of 'dharma’ ('religion' in Sanskrit).
Gandhi never admitted one religion but the idea of 'One' God landed
support to the universal platform for all religions of the world.
According to British philosopher R. B. Braithwaite (1900-1990), all
religions imbibe ethical practices, moral principles, values and norms.
These moral injunctions are same in every religion. Then the question
arises - if the The 2015 WEI International Academic Conference
Proceedings Barcelona, Spain The West East Institute 12 major world
religions speak of the same moral principles, how one religion is
different from the other religion? His answer is - they are different in
two ways - 1. Relating to the differences of rituals. 2. Relating to the
differences in sets of stories or myths. 3. According to Braithwaite
differences of rituals are unimportant, but the differences of stories are
significant since these stories are associated with adherence to their
way of life. People follow stories in their life; in critical situations of
life these stories work as elixir to solve the problems of life. At this
juncture Gandhi's views become very important. Since stories are also
associated with rituals, people crib about differences of stories and the
lengthy rituals that are associated with it. For example - the extreme test
of Ibrahim's faith on Lord Allah is demonstrated by the story of Ibrahim
being commanded by Allah to sacrifice his son Isaac; when he is about
to severe his son's head, Allah turned him to a goat. To commemorate
this religious occasion the festival of Bakr-id is celebrated by
sacrificing a goat. This particular episode of Islam will not go down
well with Jainism or Buddhism, the two atheistic religions that do not
believe in the popular concept of God as Creator-God. (But they do
believe in divinity in every individual). On this Gandhi had to say, "The
one religion is beyond all speech. Imperfect men put it into such
language as they can command, and their words are interpreted by other
men equally imperfect. Hence the necessity for tolerance, which does
not mean indifference towards one's own faith, but a more intelligent
and pure love for it."3 Tolerance as mentioned above is not tolerating
injustices, and living with compromises. But tolerance has full of
positive meaning. It means patience coloured with understanding and
inward participation in the philosophical and ethical aspect of others'
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religion. In contemporary times the debate is not about 'God'; the debate
and hard-core discourse is on 'religion'. The topic of discussion has
shifted from 'God' to the topic of 'religion', as God remains
uncontroversial and non-conflicting concept. Religions with popular
concept of God or religions like Jainism and Buddhism without the
popular concept of God -do not discard this divinity. This divinity lends
support to religion making it universalistic in character. "To Gandhi
religion was a human institution made by human ingenuity to solve
practical affairs as well as spiritual matters."4

Gandhi, Religion and Different Realms of Human Life:

Though Gandhi had his say in matter of politics, economics and
social issues; underlying all these diversified issues there was this
religious fervour to it. This was because of his quest for 'truth’. His
auto-biography - 'The Stories of My Experiments with Truth - also
concentrates on Gandhi's struggle in search of Truth. For him this 'truth’'
is nothing but 'God'; this unique understanding is ultimately associated
with his extreme acceptance of 'Ahimsa’ - non-violence'. Therefore his
famous ideology, ' am not against evil-doer but the evil itself.’'
According to Socrates, 'Virtue is Knowledge'; for Gandhi one can say
'Virtue is Ahimsa (Non-violence)'. He arrived at this conclusion through
dialectics and reason. That which does not confirm to his reason was
out of his purview. He was highly influenced by the Sermon on the
Mount and the principle of Ahimsa (non-violence) of Jainism; but the
way his reason could accept Hinduism, nothing could appeal to him the
most. If we are to talk about Gandhi's most essential
politico-social-economic ideologies - the first and the foremost - the
ideology of Satyagraha (the idea of nonviolent resistance, fighting with
peace holding to Truth, insistence on truth and leading a truthful life),
his concept of Civil Disobedience and Non-co-operation, his ideal State
concept - R?mar?jya (the State that is governed by the rules set by Lord
R?ma who insisted on duty and priority among duties - as a king, son,
husband, father and so on and so forth in the great Indian epic
R?m?yana) and Swaraj (i.e. Home-Rule) - the base for all these was
religious philosophy, especially Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism and
Christianity. The Bhagavad G?t? concept of Nishk?makarma (duty for
duty's sake, renunciation in action), Jainism's emphasis on
non-violence, Buddhism's core ideology of non-violence and
compassion and Christianity's concept of forgive and forget principle
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by Jesus Christ highly impressed him. These principles furnished all his
political, social and economic reforms. The concept of trusteeship
found in Judo-Christian and Islamic philosophy was implemented by
Gandhi in his philosophy of 'mature' and economic policies. On
Satyagraha and Non-violence having co-relation to Hinduism, Gandhi's
views is well put by M. V. Nadkarni, "Though the Gandhian view of
Hinduism put primacy on personal conduct and ethics, it did not
eschew faith in God. But truth was God for him, and seeking truth was
religion. Hinduism for him was a process of search after truth. As such,
rituals found no place in his religion, though he did not object to others
following rituals of worship, provided it was non-violent. Non-violence
was basic means of search for truth. It needed no ritual. But bhajans or
prayers with bhakti (devotion to God) without any sectarian bias were
encouraged by him as the means of purifying mind, and strengthening
one's resolve to pursue truth."5 The 2015 WEI International Academic
Conference Proceedings Barcelona, Spain The West East Institute 13
Gandhi's belief in Swadeshi that is 'self-sufficiency' or 'economic
independence' also was religious as 'on the ground that it originally
meant the soul's final emancipation and freedom from earthly bonds.'
Sarvodaya is one such principle accepted by Gandhi that also has a
religious back-bone. Sarvodaya is 'universal uplift through world
solidarity' or 'world solidarity through social welfare'. According to him,
"God is Truth, Love, ethics and morality."6 "So in other words,
Sarvodaya requires adherence to moral principles and moral ways of
life."7 Gandhi, like Jesus Christ, never intended to give a new religion.
As said by him, "I do not claim to have originated any new principle. I
have simply tried in my own way to apply the eternal truths of our daily
life and problems...... Well, all my philosophy, if it may be called by
that pretentious name, is contained in what I have said. You will not
call it Gandhism. There is no 'ism' about it. And no elaborate literature
or propaganda is needed about it."8 Gandhi believed in practice first
and precept later. But from the above statement by Gandhi, it seems
that he only believed in practice and his practice was his precept. In this
way Gandhi is a hard-core practitioner. Well explained by Manisha
Barua, "Thus, Mahatma Gandhi cannot be regarded as originating any
new system of philosophy or any new religion in the academic sense of
the term. He learned simply the principles or eternal truths from the
greatest traditional philosophical and religious teachers of the world.
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But Gandhi's contribution lies in the fact that he tried to assimilate in
his own way the teachings that appealed to him and to apply these not
only in his personal life but also to social, political and economic
problems. In this sense Gandhi could be called an applied
philosopher."9 The designated status to Gandhi as an 'applied
philosopher' is absolutely an apt one. As Gandhi was asked as to what
is his main motive in life - is it to gain economic prosperity or political
reformation or religious renaissance? His answer was - religious
renaissance - as he intended to lead a religious life that was wholly
connected to humanity; this can be achieved by remaining in the
political realm. Thus says Unto Téhtinen, "Participation in political life
was for him a means to the religious life. Politics is the application of
religion. If we wish to understand Gandhi as a politician, it is important
first to understand him as a religious personality."10 Once again we
arrive to the point that Gandhi was a 'pragmatic philosopher.' This
derivation is also because of his staunch belief in the theory of Karma
(the theory of action) and his belief in the concept of Nishk?makarma,
i.e. performing actions without expecting fruits of the actions, that is
duty for duty's sake. This made him participate in economic - political -
social reformation as it is one's duty to do so. Religion for him was not
a secluded path from our routine life. Though spiritual in nature
religion has to wrap up whole of humanity and all walks of human life.
So, one can say that he wanted to spiritualize the political realm also.
Since Gandhi intended to spiritualize politics, it was not just politics,
but all walks of human life. According to him there are different
religions historically speaking, but they are all called 'religion' as one
underlying religion connects them all. This fundamental religion is the
base for all religions that brings about harmony and peace among all
historical religions. Yes, he called himself a 'Hindu' but he had
transcended those orthodoxical barriers and took the best from all
religions. This common base of all historical religions he meant was a
'universal religion'. And no individual religion conflicted or collided
with this universal notion of all religions. Every individual, from
oriental religions' point of view, has to have a spiritual goal in life and
that is self-realization leading to salvation (Moksha). In this according
to Gandhi two sources are at work, one - the unseen force, and second -
the human effort; which he meant Nishk?makarma (renunciation in
action). Like the Philosophy of the Bhagavad G?t? - that rendered
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tremendous influence on Gandhi's life, for which he said, "I find solace
in the Bhagavad G?t? that I miss even in the Sermon on the Mount.
When disappointment stares me in the face and all alone I see not a ray
of light, I go back to the Bhagavad G?t?. I find a verse here and a verse
there and I immediately begin to smile in the midst of over-whelming
tragedies and my life has been full of external tragedies and if they have
left no visible, no indelible scar on me, I owe it all to the teachings of
the Bhagavad G?t?."11 The Bhagavad Gt? is a dialogue between Shri
Krishna and his favourite friend and disciple Arjuna; when in the
battlefield of Kurukshetra, Arjuna is despondent as he could not fight
with his own people and he is against any blood-shed, at that time Shri
Krishna reminds him of his duties as warrior; the whole narration is the
philosophy of the Bhagavad G?t?. The G7t? believes that all the three
paths are equally important in one's life - these three paths are
karma-yoga (the path of action), Jii?7na Yoga (the path of knowledge)
and Bhakti yoga (the path of devotion). One cannot resolve only with
one path. There is a complete synthesis and reconciliation of these three
paths. In a same way Gandhi does not divide the various realms of
human life - be it religious, political, economic or social. It is to
spiritualize all these; they do not remain segregated paths. This
continuum of spiritualty in all major walks of human life - Gandhi was
a strong advocate of it. The 2015 WEI International Academic
Conference Proceedings Barcelona, Spain The West East Institute 14
Therefore Nishk?makarma makes morality end in itself. Gandhi
believed if one concentrates on the fruits of actions it is the end
justifying the means. This is not only dangerous but devastating
according to Gandhi. If end is important, the means can take any
immoral form - say - force, violence, or terrorism. This cannot be
afforded. Therefore the G?t? principle of Nishk?makarma -
renunciation in action is the best way leading to world solidarity i.e.
Loksamgraha. This is his concept of Sarvodaya -that has been discussed
earlier. So, was Gandhi only an adherent follower of Hinduism and
therefore a true Hindu? Well explained by Ms. Barua, "In the formative
period of his life he was exposed to all kinds of influences. In his
childhood days he was influenced by the Vaishnova and Jaina ideas. He
was also exposed to missionary work done by the Christians. During
his stay in England and South Africa he was strongly influenced by the
doctrines of Christianity. But these influences only helped him to take
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more interest in understanding his own religious tradition. Gandhi
realized that in essence all religions are one and it is better to practice
sincerely one's own religion than follow the religion of a different
tradition. Gandhi remained a staunch Hindu but kept an open mind.
Enabling ideas from other religion to come he only reinforced his
beliefs, and helped him to be a better Hindu."12 This can be verified by
his feelings for other religions (other than Hinduism). He was very clear
in his ideologies of established religions of the world and never resisted
to criticise any religion - be it Hinduism, Christianity, Islam or Judaism.
Some of the practices that were adapted in Hindu portfolio were
‘untouchability’ which he believed was a curse on humanity. In fact he
went to the extent of calling the dalits (the untouchables) as "Harijans" -
"Men of God". He was averting to visit temples as the Harijans were
not allowed to visit temples; he took off his holy thread as it meant to
him nothing if it was not allowed to Harijans. 'Jihad' in Islam - he did
not consider it to be a 'physical' holy war but a positive factor like his
own staunch belief in 'Satyagraha', a non-violent struggle and a war
within oneself between the forces of the 'good' and the 'evil'; (this holy
war within oneself reminds of the G?t? concept of 'dharma-yudh’,
fighting within oneself, the fight between 'dharma' (duties) and
‘adharma’ (immorality), where dharma has to win. Gandhi's religion
incorporated 'prayer meetings', this was precisely to assimilate pluralism
and bring about unity in diversity, especially of different religions.
Gandhi never ever looked down upon any single religion. And at the
same time Gandhi never ever upheld any one religion in a privileged
position. Though he claimed always to be a Hindu, as seen earlier, the
caste system or untouchability - if incorporated as part of Hindu system
- he openly denounced it. Though he sought out universality in
religions by saying that all religions have the common platform i.e. God
on which all religions are based; he was never with the agreement to the
idea that one religion can be granted a position of 'universal religion'.
He went to the extent by saying that the religions with 'divine origin' in
form of scriptures either through the sages or prophets like the Vedas,
the Quran, the Ten Commandments or the Bible are not infallible; no
doubt the Medium through which they are been revealed is not doubted
but the media (i.e. human being themselves) through whom we have
received these scriptures are doubted as humans are finite and can give
us only a glimpse of the whole truth. So, any one religion in that matter
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cannot be a Universal Religion. Dialectics or reason can be used to
extract the best from all religions and be accepted. Again, Gandhi's
economic policy also had the base of religion. He never believed in a
pyramid structure of economic system, where one is on the apex and
the others down below. Like pantheistic approach, where all is One and
One is all, Gandhi believed in co-centric circles, one circle encourages
other circles to come to forefront. This is why his policy of Swadeshi
(self-sufficiency or produce in one's own country) and giving
tremendous importance to Khadi (hand woven cotton clothes, which he
himself used to wear) and 'cottage industry'. This idea seems to work in
a country like India where people work at home; and gender equality
can also be maintained as women too can participate in producing
homemade products and handicraft work in their spare time. The
concept of Loksamgraha (World Solidarity through Social Welfare) and
Sthitaprajfia - the un-deviated and balanced person - is also associated
with his philosophy of non-violence. As explained by N. V. Nadkarni,
"Nonviolence (ahimsa) of Hinduism in Gandhian perspective was not
just a negative concept of avoiding violence; in fact, it required its
practitioner to be socially engaged, proactively kind and caring. An
important aspect of Gandhian perspective thus is its emphasis on
selfless social service. For Gandhiji, Truth or God was not distant
mountain peak, but to be sought only through removing the sorrow of
others, empowering them in the process."13 Mahatma Gandhi, a great
mystic saint from Sabarmati, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India, realized the
inadequacy of mere human effort, at its best, to approach any of the
problems in the spirit of truth and non-violence; he was obliged to take
God's help and succour. Thereby he was able to accomplish what has
been hitherto considered as impossible. The 2015 WEI International
Academic Conference Proceedings Barcelona, Spain The West East
Institute 15 Through the various stages of his development and activity
the spiritual factor of his being was gradually becoming more and more
assertive, till it became the most dominant characteristic of his later
achievements. Prayer and praise were associated with his political and
social activities.

Conclusion

So, overall, we find that Gandhi concentrated on various social
issues to bring about deliberate social reforms with the help of bhakti or
devotion or spiritual path. To conclude, in his autobiography The Story
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of My Experiments with Truth', he says, "What I want to achieve - what
I have been striving and pinning to achieve these thirty years - is
self-realization, to see God face to face, to attain Moksha (Salvation). I
live and move and have my being in pursuit to this goal. All that I do by
way of speaking and writing, and all my ventures in the political field,
are directed to this same end. But as I have all along believed that what
is possible for one is possible for all, my experiments have not been
conducted in the closet, but in the open; and I do not think that this fact
detracts from their spiritual value. There are some things which are
known only to oneself and one's Maker. These are clearly
incommunicable. The experiments I am about to relate are not such.
But they are spiritual or rather moral; for the essence of religion is
morality.14 Gandhi's family in childhood was frequented by different
religious people - the Parsis (the Zoroastrians), the Jains, the Buddhists
and the Muslims too. This was a visit to his father for political
discussions. He says in his autobiography how his home was a centre
for interfaith dialogue. Having read the Bhagavad G?t?, the book 'Key
to Theosophy', the Bible (especially the New Testament) and 'The Light
of Asia' by Sir Edwin Arnold, he was able to contemplate on
inter-connectivity of different faiths. This made him experiment with
different religions; and he was able to deduce that all religions have
common universal notion of 'divinity’. From the above discussions on
the Gandhi's ideas on Philosophy of Religion one thing that comes out
strikingly is he was never bent to traditional or institutionalized
religion. Though criticised of using terms like God, Soul, Self, Truth
interchangeably and therefore his philosophical discourses on religion
had conflicting ways of argumentations; he still maintained his stance
that was morality or ethics being intrinsic to religion. So he doesn't
seem of considering religion in an institutionalized form because every
individual religion will have its fixed mould, which Gandhi could not
accept. So for Truth and in that matter morality is his second name for
religion. Therefore the criticism is not justified. According to Bhikhu
Parekh, three important concerns are seen in the contemporary times -
the need for intrareligious dialogue, the need for inter-religious
dialogue and the need for dialogue on conflicts between religious
groups having complex causes - say political or economic interests.
These concerns need to be addressed. Very few have tried to address
these concerns as they can otherwise lead to (and is leading to)
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hazardous consequences. Gandhi is one such person, though
controversial in some matters, had tried it, initiate the dialogue and
address these very fragile and intricate matters. As Bhikhu Parekh
writes, "For Gandhi reason and experience are the most reliable source
of knowledge and guides to human life. Not all areas of life, however,
are equally within their reach, including those that involve
non-reproducible and untestable forms of experience. Gandhi argues
that in these cases we have no choice but to go beyond reason and
experience, and make a leap of faith. Since faith can easily open doors
to all manner of dubious belief, it must be rational, not blind. While
both types of faith go beyond reason and experience, the former, unlike
the latter, does not 'contradict' or 'go against' them. It is 'allowed' or
'permitted’ by them, goes beyond them only when they are silent, and
continues to be guided by them. In Gandhi's view this is the case with
the belief in God."15 This reminds of Soren Kierkegaard's 'the leap of
faith’; and this approach by Gandhi makes an attempt for a possible
dialogue and inter-faith tolerance. It is dubious when one tries to set a
paradigm of one's own faith. But this paradigm shift from religion to
God can probably solve many complex problems of present generation.
Gandhi's religious philosophy tries to set this paradigm where conflicts
are resolved and possible dialogue can take place. So Gandhi can be
called a 'religious reformer'. He attempts to purify religion from
anti-rational and unethical factors. He believes that the main aim of
religion is to direct human beings to walk on spiritual path and a moral
life. Taking the best from religions of the world, he intended to present
a religion not purged with rigid ideas, but cleansing it of its orthodoxies
and pulling moral strength from religions of the world. This can very
well solve the present day crisis. Gandhi believed it is not only
tolerating a religion that is important, it is equally important to respect
other religions. In Young India, Gandhi says, "I came to the conclusion
long ago...... that all religions were true and also that all had some error
in them, and whilst I hold by my own, I should hold others as dear as
Hinduism, not that a Christian should become a Hindu..... But our
innermost prayer should be a Hindu should be a better Hindu, a Muslim
a better Muslim, a Christian a better Christian."1
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